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It is impossible that these two divisions could have
been made at one and the same time, and by one and
the same author; for, in that case, the greater and
smaller divisions would certainly have been called by
different names. For example, if a work is divided into
books, the sub-divisions of the latter cannot be called by
the same name of books, but will have to be styled
chapters or sections. We should, at least, expect tha
the word " smaller" would be attached to the sub-
divisions. This clearly shows that Vaisham pay ana's
work was not divided into 18 Parvas, but into a large
number of smaller divisions, which were called Parvas
by him. Sauti adopted a larger and more suitable
division, but retained the same name of Parva,, We
have thus sometimes the absurdity of a sub-Parva having
the same name as the big Parva, e.g., there is a Sauptika
Parya under the big Sauptika Parva, a Sabha Parva
under the bigger Sabha Parva. These Parvas are again
subdivided into Adhyayas or chapters. Vyasa's origi-
nal work was presumably divided into Parvas and
Adhyayas also, but the number of Parvas was most
likely less than 100, the number assigned to Vaisham-
payana's edition. As usual, we have strong confirmation
of this view in the Mahabharata itself. In Chapter II,
Adi Parva, where the hundred Parvas are given, we are
told that the Harivamsha1 is a Khila Parva, i.e.9 a Parva
borrowed from another place. The Harivamsha, it
follows, did not form part of Vyasa's work, and was
brought in by Vaishampayana. No doubt, the story of
Harivamshastatah parva puranam khila samjnitam
Etatparva shatam purnam Vyasenoktam mahatmana.